P

The

o] |

o
5

C
insula

The ¢
eninsula

alars Leading English Daily

Giatar Mews

Werld Mews
Business Mews
Sports Mews
Entertainment
Features

Young Editors
Commentary
Editorial

Photo Gallery
Discussion Forum
From Cur Archives

P_uIJ_ Sections -

Free Mewsletter

=-mail:

i* Subscribe
i UnSubscribe
Submit |

Contact Details
Advertising
Newspaper Subscribe
Letters To The Editor
Site Feedback

Arab women come of digital age
'i¥ield posied At L11672009 2785
Source — The PENINSULA ! BY THRIZ V PANGANIBAN

COHA: More Arsb women are
noiw empowened with the
techrologies of the digital age
with sevaral institutions looking
after their welfare making efforts
in this regard.

Im Qatar, the Swpreme Cowncil
fior Information and
Communication Technolegy
{ictlatar) is vigonoushy
EMpowEning wonmsn with
technology throwgh e-business
and e-literacy programmes.

Women leaders in the Gulf and from global institutions were tokd this
yesterdsy at th&Advancing Arab Women in Technology Workshog
hosted by ictCiatar 3t the Millznniem Hotel.

The two-day workshop brought together more than 40 experts on
women in technology from the Middlz East and the United States with
the sim of moving forasrd with plans to create 3 Canter for Women and
Technology for the Arab Region (CWTAR). Inputs of the workshop would
help arganisers st up the CWTAR by the end of this year.

Dir Has=a Al Jaber, ictlatar Secretany Genersl, said ictlatar had given
priority to promaoting e-literacy, especialhy Smong non-aorking women,
by prowviding st lezst 500 participants computer skills training last year,
at the same time helping women in small and medium  szed
businesses raslise the valus of incorporating |CT into their business
plans.

“Becauss of ICT, womean can activehy participats in eveny sphers of life, i
we choose, Becsuse of |CT, we can change our countries, and world, if
we choose, ™ s3id Dr Jaber in her speach during the opaning caramony.

Another spesker, Talal Abu -Ghazaleh, Vice Chairof UM Global Alliance
for ICT and Development, cited 14 saliznt points sbout the significant
rode of empowered women in |CT and about modern trends in
education.

He, however, underscorad culture as anissue for women in the Arab
workd because of restrictions on their mobdlity. "Online education can be
key to empowsrning them, onhy that there are still ne suf ficient resources
awailable for online Arabic education,” he said.

The UM officisl also pointed cut the challenges involved inempowening
women onhy when access to technology is available, and the issus of
waomen being under -represented in the |CT workforce evenin
developed countries.

O 3 brighter note, Abuw -Ghazsleh said the women of today, like in the
case of Saudi women who he said are more productive than men, “are
maore accomplished, so that they don "t nesd to be empowsred. ©
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Digi Girls — Making technology easy for girls
Web posted at: 4/16/2009 2:18:12
Source ::: The PENINSULA / By Emme Suelto

DOHA: Women leaders like Dr Behjat Al Yousuf, Associate Director of
Dubai Women's College, are changing the perception that women and
technology do not go together.

The second Advancing Arab Women in Technology Workshop was held
yesterday at the Millennium Hotel to promote the participation of women
in technical fields.

“We wantto increase the number of women who are actively using
technology for economical development. We know that there are
variations in how much women can use technology butthe question is
how they are using it and for what,” Dr Al Yousuf, Chair of the Centre for
Women and Technology for the Arab Region, said.

Az aresult ofthe first leadership workshop held in Dubai last year, Digi
Girls, a one-day activity, run in partnership with Microsoft, was initiated
by the Centre.

“We see alot of youngsters are on social networking and instant
messaging all the time and we want to move the focus from that—to
have value of using technology for knowledge dissemination and for
them to be better citizens,” she added.

Introduced for the first time outside of Europe and America, Digi Girls
was adopted as an initiative of the Centre to expose high school girls to
new praducts that Microsoft has been developing in their laboratories
but has not yet introduced to the market.

The girls were given hands-on experience and were engaged in
developing something out of different technology streams, such as web
development, hardware, robotics and programming.

“After each session, the facilitator decided what was the winning idea,
what was the inspiring idea. The winners will get Xboxes, let say, justto
inspire them and make them maore comfortable with the technology,”
she said
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Seminar focuses on role
of women in technology

two-day workshop
relating to gender
technology ‘Ad-

vancing Arab Women in
Technology: Strategy Made
Beality!, began here yester-

Supported by the Su-
preme Council of Informa-
tion and Commumication
Technology (ictQatar), the
workshop has brought to-
gether over 40 experts on
women-in-technology
from the Arabworldand
US and serves as a contin-
uum to the ina ewnt
held in November in Dubai,

an ictQatar spokesperson
said

“The primary focus of the
warksh:lI;: is to move for-
ward with plans to create
the Centre for Women and
Technology for the ArabRe-
gion (CWTAR), a major re-
source to support women's
involvement in the kmowl-
edge society” the official
added.

Opening the workshop

Adwmaciag Amb Wamem
in Tachealygy Liadurskip
Warkslap

The ictQatar officials and speakers at the opening of the seminar yesterday

ictQatar secr gemeral
Hessa al-Jaber : “Qatar
is striving to be a knmowl-
edge economy. At ictQATAR
We are wo to connect
women to the technologies
that will enrich their lives
and inspire confidence in
their future.”

“Th a greater degree al-
most every day, ICT em-
powers us. It connects us
to one another, to govern-
ment md to media. It con-
nects us to socialcanses, to
mniversities, to businesses
worldwide. Becanseof ICT,
women can actively par-

ticipate in every sphere of
of ICT, we can change our
countries, and the world,
if we choose!” al-Taber
added.

CWTAR, which will first
exist in a virtual capacity,
will focus on the opportu-
nities and contributions of
both women and e

technologies in the global
BaC

OO,

The planned ICT-driven
centre will build on the cur-
rent best practices and de-
welop new initiatives in the

Arab World to measurably-

increase economic, social,
and educational develop-
ment to benefit all.
represent business,
government, education, and
non-government sectors.

Women's College, Unesco,
World Bank, UN Economic
and Social Commission for
Western Asia (ESCWA),
Arab Women sation,
Talal Abu- h Organ-
isation, CISCO and Hewlatt
Packard.
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Plan to set up regional centre
of technology for women

JOSEPH VARGHESE

pona Centre for Women and
Technology for the Arab Region
(CWTAR), a major resource to
support womens involvement
in the knowledge society. is on
the anvil.

A two-day workshop on
‘Advancing Arab Women in
Technology: Strategy Made
Reality’, being hosted by the

Supreme Council of
Information and
Communication Technology

{ictATAR), was opened by the
Secretary-General of ictQATAR,
Dr Hessa al Jaber, at the
Millenium Hotel here on
Wednesday. The workshop
aims at advancing womens par-
ticipation in knowledge society.
The workshop is the next step
of the inaugural event held in
Dubai last November. More
than 40 experts on women in
technology from the Arab
World and the United States are
participating in the workshop.
D Jaber, while inaugurating
the workshop said, "Qatar is
atriving to be a knowledge econ-
omy and, truly. the rest of the
world is becoming a knowledge
society. The ictQATAR allows

.

-

|

Secretary-General of ictGATAR Dr Hessa al Jaber addressing the
workshop in Doha on Wednesday. rupavan nag

women to have full access to
this knowledge society. We are
working to connect women to
the technologies that will
enrich their lives and inspire
confidence in their future”

Dr. Hessa, to emphasise her
point. quoted the famous lines
of Mahatma Gandhi that “we
must be the change we wish to
see” and exhorted the partici-
pants to be the agentz of change
that would make the world an
even better place for women.

The plans for establishing the
CWTAR will focus on the oppor-
tunities and contributions of
both women and emerging
technologies in the global econ-
omy. The planned ICT-driven
centre will be buillt on the best
practices and develop new ini-
tiatives in the Arab world to
measurably increazse economic,
social, and educational develop-
ment for the benefit of all in the
knowledge economy.

The working committees will

dizcuss the next ateps for strate-
gy mapping, develop marketing
strategies and set timeline for
implementation of the business
plan.

Speaking on the occasion,
Manager of  e-Inclusion
Department  at  ctQATAR,
Reem al Mansoori commented,
“By ensuring access and con-
nectivity to relevant technolo-
gies and increasing women's
presence and leadership in the
ICT, we foster innovation and
help transform the region into a
knowledge-based society”

Representatives of Talal Abu-
Ghazaleh Organization and
Dubai Womens College high-
lighted the growing presence of
women in the world of technol-
ogy. The formal lnction was
followed by discussions on vari-
ous topics.

Key organizations participat-
ing in the workshop include
Multinational Development of
Women in Technology
(MDWIT), Dubai Women's
College (DWC), UNESCO, The
World Bank, ESCWA, Arab
Women Organisation, Talal Abu-
Ghazaleh Organisation, CISCO,
and Hewlett Packard. The work-
shop will conclude on Thursday.
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ictQATAR Hosts Advancing Arab Women in Technology Workshop

) Email IC!“_'L-J Print Z Be the first to comment on this article  +=* Share

Advancing Arab Women
in Technology Leadership
Waorkshop

Text Size @ @

15 April 2009
Workshop Aims to Advance Women's Participation in Knowledge
Society, Create Regional Center for Women in Technology

Doha, Qatar: The

Supreme Council of Information and Communication is
Technology (ictQATAR)

hosting the "Advancing Arab Women in Technology: Strategy Made
Reality” waorkshop April 15 and 16 at the Millennium Hatel in Doha.
The workshop brings together more than 40 experts on women in
technology from the Arab World and the United States and serves as
a continuum to the inaugural event held in Movember 2008 in Dubai.
The primary focus of the workshop is to move forward with plans to
create the Center for Women and Technology for the Arab Region
(CWTAR), a major resource to support women's involvement in the
knowledge society.

Opening the workshop, Dr. Hessa Al-Jaber, ictQATAR Secretary
General said "Qatar is striving to be a knowledge economy and truly
the rest of the world is becoming a knowledge society. ICT allows
women to have full access to this knowledge society. At ictQATAR
we are working to connect women to the technologies that will

enrich their lives and inspire confidence in their future.”

“To a greater degree almost every day, ICT empowers us. It enables us. It connects us to one another, to government
and to media. It connects us to social causes, to universities, to businesses worldwide. Because of ICT, women can
actively participate in every sphere of life, if we choose. Because of ICT, we can change our countries, and the world, if

we choose,” added Al-Jaber.

CWTAR, which will first exist in a virtual capacity, will focus on the opportunities and contributions of both women and
emerging technologies in the global economy. The planned ICT-driven center will build on the current best practices
and develop new initiatives in the Arab World to measurably increase economic, social, and educational development to
benefit all in the knowledge economy. For two days the working committees will participate in discussions to identify the
next steps for strategy mapping, develop marketing strategies, and set timeline for implementation of the business

plan.

"Hosting this workshop is a clear example of ictQATAR's commitment to the promotion of socioeconomic development
through ICT," said Reem Al-Mansoori, Manager of e-Inclusion Department at ictQATAR. "By ensuring access and
connectivity to relevant technologies and increasing women's presence and leadership in ICT we foster innovation and
help transform the region into a knowledge based society.”

Participants in the workshop include representatives from the business, government, education, and non-government
sectors. Key organizations paricipating include Multinational Development of Women in Technology (MDWIT), Dubai
Women's College (DWC), UNESCO, The World Bank, ESCWA, Arab Women Organization, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh

Qrganization, CISCO, and Hewlett Packard.
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ictQatar hosts "Advancing Arab Women in
Technology' workshop

The Supreme Council of Information and Communication
Technology (ictQatar) is hosting the 'Advancing Arab Women
in Technology: Strategy Made Reality' workshop April 15 and
16 at the Milennium Hotel in Doha.
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Hotels in Doha from §199
Hotels available at great prices from
Qatar Airways. Book today!

Mab;rCOOgIe

Senior Management 2009
A Global Program - London B Madrid
Great minds from the US & Europe

The workshop brings together
more than 40 experts on women in
technology from the Arab World
and the United States and serves
as a continuum to the inaugural
event held in November 2008 in
Dubai.
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The primary focus of the workshop |
Is to move forward with plans to
create the Center for Women and
Technology for the Arab Region
(CWTAR), a major resource to
support women's involvement in
the knowledge society.

Dr. Hessa Al-Jaber.

Opening the workshop, Dr. Hessa
Al-Jaber, ictQatar Secretary
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ictQATAR Hosts Advancing Arab Women in
Technology Workshop

Workshop Aims to Advance Women's Participation in Knowledge Society
The Supreme Council of Information and
Communication Technology (ictQATAR) hosted the
“Advancing Arab Women in Technology: Strategy
Wade Reality” workshop April 15 and 16 atthe
Millennium Hotel in Doha. The workshop brought
together more than 40 experts on women in
technology from the Arab World and the United
States and serves as a continuum to the inaugural
event held in November 2008 in Dubai. The primary
focus of the workshop is to move forward with plans
to create the Center for Women and Technology for
the Arab Region (CWTAR), a major resource to
support women's involvement in the knowledge
society.

Advancing Aral
in Technalogy
Waorkshop

Secretary General during the
workshop

Opening the workshop, Dr. Hessa Al-Jaber, ictQATAR Secretary General said "Qatar is
striving to be a knowledge economy and truly the rest of the world is becoming a
knowledge society. ICT allows women to have full access to this knowledge society. At
ICtQATAR we are warking to connect women to the technologies that will enrich their
lives and inspire confidence in their future.”

To download Dr. Hessa Al Jaber's speech during the conference, in PDF format,
follow this link. To watch the full video of the speech, follow this link.

“To a greater degree almost every day, ICT empowers us. It enables us. It connects us
to one anather, to government and to media. It connects us to social causes, to
universities, to businesses worldwide. Because of ICT, women can actively participate
in every sphere of life, ifwe choose. Because of ICT, we can change our countries, and
the world, if we choose,” added Al-Jaber.

WTAR, which will first exist in a virtual capacity, will focus on the opporunities and
contributions of both women and emerging technologies in the global economy. The
planned ICT-driven center will build on the current best practices and develop new
initiatives in the Arab World to measurably increase economic, social, and educational
development to benefit all in the knowledge economy. For two days the working
committees will paricipate in discussions to identify the next steps for strategy
mapping, develop marketing strategies, and set timeline for implementation of the
business plan.

"Hosting this workshop is a clear example of ictQATAR's commitment to the promotion
of sociceconomic development through ICT,” said Reem Al-Mansoori, Manager of e-
Inclusion Department at ictQATAR. "By ensuring access and connectivity to relevant
technologies and increasing women's presence and leadership in ICT we foster
innovation and help transform the region into a knowledge based society.”

Participants in the workshop include representatives from the business, government,
education, and non-government sectors. Key organizations paricipating include
Multinational Development of Women in Technology (MDWIT), Dubai Women's
College (DWC), UNESCO, The World Bank, ESCVWA, Arab Women Organization, Talal
Abu-Ghazaleh Organization, CISCO, and Hewlett Packard.

The first workshop resulted in the development of strategic objectives for the Centerin

education, workforce, entrepreneurship and leadership. In education, the goal is to
ensure that female students recognize the importance of their full participation in
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